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Some of the city's senior citi- 
zens may remember the Valen- 


tine Packing Company as it ap- | 


pears here in a photograph made 


just after the turn of the century. | 


But, most Terre Hauteans know 
Valentines as an impressive big 
meat packing plant occupying a 
spic-and-span white building lo- 
cated on a five-and-one-half acre 
tract fronted by an attractive, 


shrubbery-planted parkway where | 


colorful flowers bloom during 
the Summer. 

Gone are the horse and wagons, 
the buggies, and the blocks of 


ice used for cooling that were | 


common sights when the Valen- 


tine Packing Company was estab- | 


lished in 1890 by Harvey Valen- 
tine, whose father had also been 
in the meat packing business. 

Still a family-operated con- 
cern, the plant is now directed 
by the founder’s son, Carl, who 
became president of the corpora- 
tion in 1926. The third genera- 
tion of the Valentine family is 
represented by Carl’s son, Billy, 
who joined the company in 1949 
and is now vice president of the 
organization. 

A third member of the execu- 
tive staff is George L. Morey. 
secretary-treasurer of the corpo 
ration, who has been with the 
company for over’40 years and 
has watched it grow to become 
one of the biggest packing plants 
in the Wabash Valley. 

A continuous program of ex- 


pansion has created a completely | 


modern packing plant which has 
grown to almost six times the size 
of the original building. Meats 
are preserved in huge, electri- 
cally refrigerated rooms. Horses 
have been replaced by a fleet of 
16 trucks. including two new 
vanettes, which bear the well- 
recognized Valentine “Sweet- 
heart” trademark. 


From a beginning staff of ten | 
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workers the employes have in- 
creased to some sixty skilled 
people who work on a 52-week 
| basis sharing in an annaul pay- 
roll of nearly $325,000. 

Operating under state-approved 
inspection as an intra-state busi- 
ness, Valentine products are 
supplied to independent’ food 
markets throughout an Indiana 
territory within a 70-mile radius 
of ‘the city. Restaurants, hotels, 
clubs and institutions also rely 
upon Valentines for quality meat | 
products. f 

The company maintains its own | 
stockyards at the plant site just 
south of the west end of the 
Wabash River bridge. Here some 
2,000 local farmers bring their 
| livestock for sale at the 5-day-a- 
| week market which takes pride 
| in consistently offering premium 
| prices, paying in excess of $1% 
million annually for the 6,000 
| cattle and 18,000 to 20,000 hogs 
it processes each year. 

In addition to its local stock 
purchases Valentines maintains 
y two farms where livestock is pro- 
duced for slaughter in the plant. 

Specializing in choice beef, the 
firm also processes a full line of 
smoked hams, picnics and bacon | 
using its own special curing meth- 
ods. Each month the Valentine 
plant produces from 75,000 to 
125,000 pounds of sausage and | 
luncheon meats. Popular skin- 
less wieners are produced at the 
| rate of 100,000 per week. 


Last year Valentines began 
producing a new vegetable-animal 


shortening which is finding high 
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REMEMBER WHEN?—Valentine Packing Company, which now 
does a $2,000,000 business annually, looked like this in the 
early days of the 1900’s when it was only one-sixth its present 
size and employed only ten people. 
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entine of Valentine 
Development Corp. will be, 


housed in a new office building 


also occupied by the Hoosier 
Motor Club at 800 Poplar St. 

| The Club was formerly 
located at 31 S. 7th St., and the 
Valentine offices in the 
Merchants Bank Bldg. 

The one-story brick building 
has approximately 3,800 square | 
feet, has a mansard roof, and is 

‘entirely electric. It was 
constructed by Reva 
' Construction Co., a subsidiary 
of the Valentine Development 
Corp. 
| The interior has paneled 
‘walls, carpeted floors, is 
‘electrically heated and 
air-conditioned. 

The, Hoosier Molor_ Çi 
| occupies about two-thirds of the 
‘space for its ۵۱ and 
| Insurance Center.’ Valentine 
‘Development Corp. and 

Spelman Associates Publishing 


Co. Inc. occupy the balance of | 


the area. The parking lot for 
| clients is in the front of the 


¡ structure. 
| “E have confidence in the 


| future of the community," 


| Valentine remarked. “We are 
| now planning a building of 


| similar design to be constructed ' 
at Monterey and Wabash 
avenues, with about double the 


handle all lease arrangements. | 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE is stressed at Valentine Packing Company, ne., located just off U. S. 
40, across the bridge west of Terre Haute. To take care of customer needs are: seated left to - 


right, Bill Valentine, Carl Valentine; standing left to right, Joe McLaughlin, Bert Evinger > 
and Dallas Morgan. . Ge 3% 


Indianapolis and Crawfords; 


= © 
Customer Service Stressed fp ville: 2 EES 
| š Valentine’s is ünder full” w 
| 2 spection from the State. Boar 
| At Valentine } Packing Co. of Health. Dr. A. C. oftutt,| 
| “Customer” and “Service” If it’s pork, then he’ll discuss|tine’s as meeting the standards 
are key. words at Valentinelthat order. promulgated by state health of- 
[west of the Wabash River le: thi b Hi hein: Seven years before Indiana's 
bridge off U. S. 40. و‎ RGE nées meat sine) “The legislature passed the Meat and 
ing Co, has been ‘supplying mer-|Valentine’s is prepared to han-|Saughter Act, Valentine's in 
€ in the Wabash Valle y|dle any call. troduced humane slaughtering? 
recent years have expanded|with the finished product. alll, When the state set up inspec- 
that service to include custom he needs do to مه‎ calli" standards, Valentine's and 


Commissioner, certified Valen- 
Packing Co., Inc., located just) Winter anthers when most{ficials. 
For 83 years Valentine Pack-|customer service department at/Powltry Inspection and Humane 
with quality meats, and in more} Once a customer is served of animals. a 
processing. 232-1368, as a file is kept on he meat packing firm in Elkhart 


_ Two: kinds of custom process-| all orders. i : yE gets he pee hie vee 
ing are provided: one includes} processing includes double Elihart “firm, } raking: Valeh- 
alitine’s No. 2 in the state. pro- 
erigram. ‘FF 
Customer service is provide 
by a team, consisting of Car 


furnishing the meat, and the wrapping the meat to individu 
other kind of service provides] specifications, first with a lay 
the processing and packaging/of polyethylene, then an over- 
for the customer who has his wrap of white freezer paper. 

own beef and pork. After a blast freeze of 20 de-land Bill. Valentine, Joe: Med, 


Usual procedure is for the grees below zero, the meat is aughlin, Bert Evinger, and 


would-be owner of packaged ready for home freezers. Dallas Morgan. The: Valentine 
frozen meat to call Valentine's| Merchants in the area are family started in the butches 
pa ask for prices on meat andjserviced two or j three times business in 1887. Harvew Valen] 
| Processing. Prices quoted will weekly, and their orders. are tine-was the founder, and Carl 
depend on the quality ,and| also on file for jan indefinite his sun, is president of the firm 
grade of meat wanted. period. Two deliveries a day|now. Bill, grandson of the found! 
JH asside of beef is wanted,|are made to local merchants. er, is vice president. Bill- als ‘ 
that is what the service repreAThe area has 13 sales routes,|serves as a director of the Indi. 
| sentative will quote prices onl! stretching from ‘Evansville’ tolana-Meat Packers Association. | 
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ART pre-fab homes unveiled 


The latest in pre-fabricated 
homes was unveiled at 
Thursday's Grand Opening of 
Valley Homes, located west of 


Honey Creek Square Shopping 
Center. 
Ted Hendricks, 


owner/manager of Valley 
Homes, points out that the 
single-family dwellings his 
firm offers are built to Public 
Law 360 building code, but 
only take an average of 60 
days to erect. 
Energy-conscious ۰ 


pective home buyers should 
be aware of the construction 
of these structures. Valley 
Homes dwellings have 2x6 
sidewalls, 16'* centers, 2x8 or 
2x10 floor joists and insulation 
up to 6” in side walls and up 
to 12” in ceilings. 

Valley Homes housing con- 
sultants are available to an- 
swer any questions from 9 am 
to 8 pm Monday through Fri- 
day, 9 am to 5 pm Saturdays 
and 1 pm to 5 pm Sundays. 


VALLEY: HOMES oh Ad io ld in Thursday's ribbon- 
۱ ve Lichtenberger, housing consultant-Valley H : 
Jim Morrow, advisor-Vindale Homes; Bill S ; 2 ا‎ 
a ; toughton, sales m Vi 
ele موی‎ pia ار با‎ vice president Terre Haute Nie GS ch 
erce; Ted Hendricks, owner/manager-Valley Homes; P 
receptionist; Chris Hollar, sales manager-Sullivan Homes. Offering the ane 


single-family dwellings, V i i i 
et Contr ings, Valley Homes is located just behind Honey Creek Square | 
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The _Vernor's Ginger Ale Bot- 
e or’s Ginger e Bot- 


tling Company of Terre Haute, 
ig Inc., will soon begin production in 
the building at 909 North Twenty- 
d fifth street, which was formerly 
used as the offices of the Turner 
4, Glass Manufacturing Company. 
The structure has been com- 
pletely remodeled and production 
of Vernor's ginger ale will be 
started there as soon as the latest 
type bottling machinery and equip- 
iii ment have been installed. 
Carl E. Bauermeister, Sr., is 
president of the local company 
{and has as his associates in the 
¿|new Terre Haute industry, John 
5] A. Bradley, James E. Bradley, Jr., 
¿land Robert K. Brackett. The com- 
pany will be exclusive distributors 
for Vernor's ginger ale in Vigo, 
Clay, Sullivan .and Vermillion 
counties in Indiana and Clark and 
Edgar counties in Illinois. 
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From: Nancy Sherrill 

To: KoenigA@npg.si.edu 
Date: 6/9/2006 3:42:58 PM 
Subject: J. M. Vickroy Co. 
Hello, 


Your query was forwarded to me. We often receive requests for information on the J. M. Vickroy Co. It 
was an art supply store that specialized in framed charts and certificates for various fraternal and veterans 
organizations. The company seems to have carried many charts for the various Grand Army of the 
Republic (G.A.R.) posts. 

A little information on the J. M. Vickroy Co. is available in some of our local histories online. Visit the 
library's web site at www.vigo.lib.in.us and click on "Electronic Resources." Then click on "Local History 
Books Online." Go to "Pictorial Histories" and click on "Twentieth Century Souvenir of Terre Haute." 
There is an ad for the Vickroy Co. on page 10 and a photo of James M. Vickroy on page 11. You may 
view images of the pages if you have Acrobat Reader on your computer. However, the files are large and 
have been broken into smaller parts to make them faster to download. Pages 10 and 11 are in part 4. 
Under "General Histories" click on "Historical and Industrial Record of the Prairie City." There is some 
information about J. M. Vickroy on page 40 (part 42). Then go to "Specialized Materials" and "Biography." 
Click on "Some Terre Haute Phizes." There is an entry on James M. Vickroy on page 31, which is in 
section 1, part 7. 

As you mentioned, the obituary of James M. Vickroy appeared in the 14 Oct. 1913 Tribune. According 
to the obit, "for the past 35 years he has conducted an art store at 911 Wabash." If you would like a copy 
of the obituary, send $1.00 to Special Collections, Vigo County Public Library, One Library Square, Terre 
Haute IN 47807. 

The Vickroy Co. must have done a flourishing business because we get so many requests for 
information on it. 


Nancy Sherrill 
Genealogy Librarian 


From: Laura Mitchell 

To: Nancy Sherrill 

Date: 6/9/2006 9:53:27 AM 
Subject: Fwd: WWW Question 


Question about Vickroy. Seems like another patron has asked for this in the last couple of months. 


>>> "Aubrie Koenig" <KoenigA@npg.si.edu> 06/09/06 9:47 AM >>> 
Hello! 


My name is Aubrie, and I'm an intern with the Office of Prints and Drawings 
at the National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C. I'm researching a name 
that appears on a printed broadside in our collection, and I'm hoping you 
could be of some help. 


The name is "J.M. Vickroy,” and it appears in the following line of text: 
“entered according to act of congress in the year 1899, by J.M. Vickroy, 
Terre Haute, Ind." 


We would be interested in some brief biographical information on 


Vickroy--specifically a profession--to help us contextualize the publication 
of the broadside. 


| was able to find mention of a James M. Vickroy in the online obituary 
index (age 66, d. 14/10/1913), but I'd like to find further information if 
possible. Any help you could provide would be appreciated. 


Thank you, 


Aubrie Koenig 
KoenigA@si.edu 


TONY PEMBERTON: The driving force at Vigo Dodge 


Vigo Dodge Provides 


recently. 

They'll also be offered 
much more, including a truck 
with a turbocharged diesel 
engine and gasoline 
turbocharged performance 
engines. 

hat diesel engine, offered 
on the Dodge Ram 250 and 


..350, is made by Cummins. 


Dodge says the 5.9-liter turbo 
diesel “delivers outstanding 
fuel economy, durability and 
ease of maintenance.” 
“Since it’s turbocharged,” 
Pemberton said, “it 
accelerates quite a bit faster 


than our competitors’ [trucks]. . 


۱۳۱۱ go zero to 50 [mph] in 
16.18 seconds, compared to 
22.58 and 18.5 [seconds] for 
Chevrolet or Ford, 
respectively.” 

In addition, he said, diesel 
engines offer more durability 
than gasoline engines. 
“Diesel engines just flat goa 
lot more thousands of miles 
than gasoline engines,” he 


On those gasoline- 
powered turbocharged 
engines, Pemberton said, 
Dodge went from a 2.2-liter 
engine to a 2.5-liter silent- 
shaft engine. 

They have a 
counterbalance shaft to make 
the engine run smooth, he 
said. “You can actually set a 
glass of water on the engine 
while it’s running [and the 
water won't spill].” 

Also, he said, “it's the 
fastest 4-cylinder engine ever 
made.” 

Pemberton’s personal 
favorite, the Dodge Caravan, 
will offer a 4-cylinder, 2.5-liter 
turbocharged engine in 
addition toa V-64uelinjéicted 
engine. 

he mini-van is also 
available in an extended 
length, called the Grand 
Caravan. While the Caravan 
is 175.9 inches long, the 
extended model stretches to 
190.5 inches. 

Brand new for 1989 — it'll 
be available in January — is 
the Spirit. 

The four-door sedan is 


es tWarre 8 nty 


rice classes: 
the Spirit, Spirit LE and Spirit 
ES 


Dodge plugs the sedan as 
combining “room, 
performance, advanced 
technology, contemporary 
styling and an attractive price 
to mal them ideal for 
growing, active families.” 

A unique feature is a trunk 
lid that opens down to the 
bumper and a split, folding 
rear seatback that allows 
owners to place skis and other 
long objects into the car. 

Vigo Dodge, which has 
been in existence for 20 years, 
also offers a complete service 
facility, including a body shop 
and parts department. 

For 1988, it received the 5- 
Star Dealer Award for 
outstanding service and the 
Award for Excellence, “which 
is the highest honor that can 
be bestowed on a Chrysler 
Corporation dealer for 
overall sales and service 
performance and community 
service,” Pemberton said. 


This article was written by or provided 
fo The Tribune-Stor Advertising Dept 
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A university historian’s BE ion 
that deadly anthrax bombs were 
manufactured south of Terre 
Haute during World War II cannot- 
be: confirmed. 

- Barton J. Bernstein, professor of 
a at Stanford University, told 
ssociated Press in a story 
published Tuesday that an 
erican plant, “probably in Vigo 
€ounty” was scheduled to make 
about 50,000 bombs monthly by the 
summer of 1944, and 250,000 by 
the year’s end. 

Local historian Dorothy Clark 
said Tuesday that a component of 
the bomb may have been manufac- 
tured at what was called the 
So nt” during the war. 

- The rax part could have 
been made here and the detonator 
for the bomb somewhere else in 
Indiana,” she said. 
- The munitions plant was five 
miles south of town and west of 
U.S. 41 on land the county recently 
bought for industrial development. 
e bomb, Bernstein said, was to 
be used in Europe against such 
cities as Hamburg, Stuttgart, 
Frankfurt, Aachen and 
Wilhemshafen. He said the British 
military high command had 
already made plans to drop the 
deadly disease Bomb; 


: “Fortanately, the anthrax was 

not available in 1944,” he wrote. 

< Is Bernstein trying to smoke out _ 

the auth about the bombs by " 

publication of this article? Clar 

says it might be a possibility. 
“For the life of me, I can't see 

why they would consider such a 

thing,” Clark said, “especially 

bii we were EE ide a: 

of the continent. It it had come to a r ; 

pass, our boys would have died Community Affairs Filg 

along with the enemy.” ۱ 
County Commissioner John 

Scott, D-3rd, who helped negotiate 

the purchase of the 1,500-acre tract 

recently from the General Services 


Administration, said he hadn't PAT re 
heard the story that bombs were Le 
made here. 


- County Attorney Robert Wright 
said he was unaware of the story 
about the bomb, and tended to 
downplay it. 

“There is an area in the tract, 
which we didn't purchase, called a 
burn area,” he said. “My un- 
derstanding is that the area was 
used to burn defective ammunition 
and the area hadn’t been approved 
be the Environmental Protection 
Agency for sale yet.” 

“I would take this story as 
something less than serious,” 
Wright said. “It is possible that the 
bomb was made here, 1 don't know. 
But the area was checked 
thoroughly by the GSA before they 
sold it. Besides, much of that area 
was farmed by the prison during RE 
the war years.” # Da ۸ 


Evidence indicates germ 


bombs bs were 


By Donna id listen 7 
Tribune-Star staff Reporter 


A A AA AA _— سس‎ 
While the federal government 


built a plant south of Terre Haute 
to make. chemicals for germ 
warfare in World War II, evidence 
seems to indicate those chemicals 
were never manufactured. 

A Stanford University professor 
had told The Associated Press that 
an American plant, probably in 
Vigo County, was scheduled to 
make about 50,000 bombs monthly 
by the summer of 1944, 

Pfizer Inc. bought part of the 
land on which the government's 
South Plant sat, said Walter Ken- 
drick, plant manager. 

“The plant was built by the 
¡General Services Administration] 
in 1941-43,” Kendrick said. “It was 
built with the express purpose of 
constructing devices for germ 
warfare. 

“But it was never used for that 
purpose,” Kendrick said. 

The barracks and buildings of 
that germ-warfare plant are all 
gone now, Kendrick said. “All we 
use is the fermentation equip- 
ment.” 

Kendrick said the government 
kept quiet the plant's purpose. 

To the south of Pfizer is the 
1,476-acre tract recently bought 
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from the e A by 
Vigo County for ا ا ا‎ au اوت‎ 
ment: 

The U.S. Environiiental Protec- 
tion Agency had checked the 1,476 
acres and found nothing wrong, 
said Nancy Hajne of the GSA office 
in Chicago, which sold the property 
to the county commissioners. ~ 

As for a 17-acre “burn site” not 
included with the county acreage, 
Hajne said only four acres are 
actually involved and are being 
studied by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. Another 14 acres serve 
as a buffer. 

She said material from the 
ordinance plant was burned there, 
but what is unknown. No con- 
tamination is suspected, though, 
because “it’s been farmed and cows 
have grazed there.” 

Local historian Dorothy Clark 
said people she talked to seem to 
indicate the germ-warfare weapon 
was made in the South Plant. 

“Most of the people I talked to 
still were hesitant to talk about it, 


‘as if they were betraying a trust,” 


she said. 

Clark said she may have been 
mistaken in earlier statements 
that only one component of the 
anthrax bomb was made here. — 

“I talked to one woman who said 
she made detonators,” she said. 

However, intended use of the 


en’t made here 


detonators isn’t clear. The plant 
officially manufactured munitions 
for the war effort and the de- 
tonators could have been used on 
artillery shells or aerial bombs. 
Clark said the plant employed up 
to 2,000 people and had many 
underground facilities to avoid 


' detection from the air. 


Carroll Greiner, who was a 
facilities manager at the federal 
prison south of the South Plant 
site, said he doubted the germ 
bomb was made at the plant. 

“My uncle worked there as an 
electrician during the war and he 
told me before he died that the 
plant went into production for 
about 30 days and was shut down 
and placed.on a standby basis,” he 
said. 

“I personally don't believe the 
bomb was ever made there,” 
Greiner said. “If it was made at all, 
it was probably made at the north 
plant at Newport.” 

Stanford Pire history 
Professor Barton J. Bernstein said 
in an interview Wednesday night 
that he based his conclusions on 
British and eg documents 
from World War IT. 

He said the United States “had 
to have produced some anthrax 
bombs because the British got 
5,000 from the U.S.” and spoke of 
getting more. ۱ 
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Former safety aide at plant- 
thrax speculation ' 


denies an 


ڪڪ - 


By George W. Wardell 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


“A local man who used to work at 
a World War II munitions plant 
south of Terre Haute disputes a 
historian's assertion the plant may 


*have produced anthrax bombs. 


Attorney Samuel Beecher Jr., 
who was assistant safety director 


‘at the plant during its operation, 


Thursday dismissed as untrue 
Stanford University historian 


‘Barton J. Bernstein’s speculation 


that four-pound anthrax bombs 
were “probably” manufactured at 
what had become known as the 
South Plant. 
Bernstein’s speculation was 
ublished in the Bulletin of Atomic 
ientists on Monday and appear- 


‘ing in an Associated Press story 
Tuesday. That story said the plant 


was 


“The plant was 


n 


“m Vigo County, near Terre Haute, 
scheduled to manufacture 
50,000 of the bombs” a month for 
the! British government for use 
against German cities during the 
late stages of World War II. 
“Definitely not,” Beecher re- 
torted. “It wasn’t built for that 
purpose. I don’t understand why 
Mr. Kendrick said what he did.” 
` Walter Kendrick, plant manager 
at Pfizer Inc., was quoted in 
Thursday’s Tribune-Star as saying, 
built by the 
[General Services Administration] 


,in (1941-43. It was built with the 


express purpose of constructing 


. devices for germ warfare, but it 


was never used for that purpose.” 

Pfizer bought part of the land on 
which the government’s South 
Plant sat, Kendrick said. 


¦ “The barracks and buildings of 
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that germ-warfare plant are all 
gone now,” Kendrick said. “All we 
use is the fermentation equip- 
ment.” 

A woman who said she was an 
Army nurse stationed for about six 
months at the facilitys small 
hospital said Thursday that a 
facility to make germ-warfare 
weapons had been set up, but it 
was never used. The woman asked 
that her name not be used. 

Beecher. who said he had 
clearance to go anywhere at the 
plant site, said blockhouses were 
present had strictly controlled en- 
vironments. 

“The reason for that [was that] 
the fulminate of mercury used in 
making fuses was a very volitile 
substance in which one spark could 
cause chaos,” he said. 

He said the only other chemicals 
used at the plant was tetryl and 
black powder used in making 
artillery shell primers, which were 
about the size of 12-gauge shotgun 
shells. 

Beecher said the products of the 
plant, which was operated by the 
American Can Co. under govern- 
ment contract, were shipped to 
Crane where they were mated with 
the appropiate ordnance. 

John Swander, 77, who 
worked at the plant as a chemist 
for about six months, said the plant 
made components for explosives. 

“There were never any germ- 


warfare weapons made there as far- 


as I know,” Swander said. “But 
even then, the rumors of it were 
flying around, but I never saw any 
sign of it. 1 don’t think the plant 
operated very long after I left.” 
That helps substantiate a state- 
ment made by Carroll Greiner. a 
retired facilities manager for the 


federal penitentiary south of the 
city. ! 

Greiner said Wednesday. “My 
uncle worked there as an electri- 
cian during the war and he told me 
before he died that the plant went 
into production for about 30 days 
and was shut down and. placed on 
a standby basis.” 

But he added, “I personally don’t 
believe the bomb was ever made 
there.” 

Beecher, too, said the plant only 
operated for about 30 days before 
being put on standby. 

“It was built in the summer of 
1942 and and operated for 30 days 
in 1943 before being phased,” 
Beecher said. ` 

The accounts also mentioned a 
burn site covering 14 acres which 
was not included in the county’s 
land purchase last year. The site 
was suspected of being an area 
where anthrax-associated products 
were disposed of. 

“Actually it was an incinerator 
which was used to dispose of 
defective and rejected ammuni- 
tion,” Beecher said. “It was a huge 
silo-like affair which I helped to 
design and build. It was set away 
from the plant to minimize the 
exposure of the explosives to fire.” 

He said there were two sets of 
earthen-covered bunkers, with one 
set receiving the raw materials 
used in making the fuses, and the 
other. set was for storing the 
finished product for shipment. 

The anthrax that Bernstein 
spoke of in his article were the N 
spores and they affected man 
either externally, causing surface 
sores, or internally, which would 
affect the lungs. Death would occur 
within hours, or three or four days 
at the most. 
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Anthrax bombs 
were planned at 
site, Army 

“By sue ری‎ 1 à 107 


_Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


+ A Vigo County plant built in 
1942 for the Ordnance Department 
was later transferred to the 

« Chemical Warfare Service for 

manufacturing anthrax, the U.S. 

_ Army gaid in dite ۲! 

ia Vigo Plant was obtained for the 
manufacture of biological warfare 
agents and biological vaccines, 
filling and loading of biological 

{munitions and breeding of 
laboratory animals. Its primary 

mission was specified as the 
manufacture and loading of a 
material unofficially designated 

INK-B. INK-B was anthrax,” Army 

* Maj. Gen. Niles J. Fulwyler, direc- 
tor of nuclear and chemical, said in 
a letter. 

. Fulwyler wrote the letter in 

¡response to a Freedom of Informa- 
tion request by Howard Stevens, a 
former reporter the Terre Haute 
Tribune. 

‘ The information did not make 
clear if anthrax — or a non-disease 

¿causing simulant — was made. 

“The water-testing phase of 

¡¡eperations was completed at Vigo 
in April 1945. In June, production 
of the anthrax simulant, Bacillus 

%-globigii, was started,” the report 
said. “This operation was still in 
progress and approximately 8,000 

__pounds of agent had been produced 
when the end of the war brought 
orders to suspend further ac- 


tivities. 

“By that time, the first ship- 
ments of bombs were being re- 
ceived from Electromaster and 
these were stored pending postwar 
operations. The plant was subse- 
quently sold to Chas. A. Pfizer and 
Co. for commercial use. 

The letter says the facility was 
built in 1942 for the Ordnance 
Department, but was declared 
surplus in July 1943. 

Originally, the Army planned to 
build a new plant for the mass 
production of biological warfare 
agents at an arsenal in Huntsville, 
Ala. An inspection of the Vigo eae 
showed that with some adjust- 
ments, the facilities could be used 
and probably at less expense. 

The plant was transferred to 
Chemical Warfare Services for its 
special projects division on May 8, 
1944, and reconstruction began. 

New structures were built, and 
ordnance munition plants were 
reconverted to bomb assembly, fuse 
assembly and detonator-loading 
buildings. 

The letter says a pathogenic 
agent would not be used until the 
plant “had been thoroughly tested 
for safety and until personnel had 
been trained to satisfactory effi- 
ciency.” 

Plans were made to begin opera- 
tions by filling bombs first with 
water, then with an anthrax 


-simulant and simulated explosives 


though each of the production, 
filling and loading operations. 
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Local representatives of the Con-' 

can Ordnance Co, Inc. are shown 

above. Their firm will operate the 

Vigo Ordnance Plant on its com: 

pletion. Seated, left to right—Ar- 

thur Adams, technical assistant to | 1. x 
general manager; Price R. Beid REFERENCE 
general manager. and W. W. Tay: at 
lor, assistant general manager. DO NOT CIRCULATE 
Standing, left to right—H. E. Wil- | 

liams, chief accountant; F. W. Bry- 

ant, purchasing agent, and D. F. 

Stilling, Jr, personnel supervisor. | 
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VIGO ORDNANCE 
STAFF ENLARGED 


Architectural Engineering Com- 
pany Brings 25 More Staff Mem- 
bers From Arkansas Plant. 


g 


the Arkansas Ordnance Plant. He 
is, howewex, contemplating return- 


The staff of Ford, Bacon & Davis “ing there on ‘Tuesday. 

Company of Na ork, architect) | A. Wi*Banks;. design and con- 
engineers of the Vigo Ordnance struction engineer, and L: Waldron, 
Plant, has been increased with the ¡assistant engineer, are expected to 
‘arrival here Monday of 25 staff join the company’s staff here on 
members, Lieut. Col. Allan B. Camp- DE is of this week. They too 
field, area engineer in charge of tha ¡will come from: Jacksonville, Ark. 
plant construction, announced. líhe colonel said. 

These men were employed at the Twenty of the new staff mem- 
Arkansas Ordnance Plant in Jack- ibers have brought their families to 
sonville, Ark., up to and including this city and are seeking resi- 
May 30 and reported in Terre Haute dences. In order to get the new- 
for duty today. eomers situated persons having 

Five of the group head key de- housing accommodations available 
partments of the firm, while the re- | are requested to communicate with 
maining number will be occupied in | the personnel director of the com- 
various, ‘ot’ aces. Classed as hany, 
arnar ی‎ gre W. J. Bros- š a 


+ “engineer; ۳۰ W. 


‘ te i Cx Scott, En, 

chimi i eg Ma PE. €. Allen, elec- 

trical engineer, and J. G. Coffey, as- 
| sistant engineer. 


Others Assume Duties Here, 


Others who assumed duties to- 
day in connection with the building | 
of the ordnance plant include P. T4 
Davis, assistant engineer; J. E. 
Grumbach, assistant engineer; J.T. | 
Leahy, assistant engineer; Robert | 
E. Babbitt, plumbing and heating 
inspector; D. W. Case Jr. designing 
engineer; W. R. Case, junior engi- 
neer; G. B. Eckart, heating and 
ventilating drafteman; J. L. Petz- 
man, mechanical designer; Ira Tron, 
chief draftsman: Selwyn’ Hirst, 
architect designer; A. F. Iserro, 
architect designer; D. D. Kipp, 
equadron leader; H. T. Morgan, of- 
fice engineer; E, W. Young, archil- 
tect designer; C. W. Hildreth, me- 
chanical designer: J, A. Bigbee, en- 
sineer designer; W. B. Charter, as- 
sistant electrical engineer; C. F. 
Johnson, engineer designer; T. A. 
Steely, engineer designer, and R. L. 
Demaree, secretary and clerk. 

Colonel Campfield also announced 
W. E. Reynolds, resident director 
of Ford, Bacon & Davis Company, 
has returned to Terre Haute from 


Continued On Page 9, Column 1. 


Slyke, publicity. ۱ 


Kecutive Staff of Esslinger-Misch Company, of Detroit, 
Constructors of the Vigo Ordnance Plant, Here For Wat Dept. 


Key personne! of the constructors of the Vigo Ordnance Plant, south 
of the city, are, seated, left to right—A, C. Winger. chief accountant and 
auditor; S. A. Sherman, general superintendent; J, E, Burke. purchasing 
agent; G. F. Eby, chief engineer; F. C. Hayward, storekeeper; R. 
Augustus, first assistant personnel manager; Edwin Stahl. chief of per- 
sonnel; A, R. Duncanson, assistant general superintendent, and Otto H. 
Ernberg, Greencastle, office manager. Standing, left to right—George E. 
Himmelbauer, second assistant personnel manager; Walter Osmer, chief 
expeditor; C, W. Hise, superintendent; E. P. Breen, priorities; Carl A. 
Reupke, accountant; O. T. Flynn, assistant labor relations manager; H. 
Ockerman, safety and sanitary engineer; G. A. Newhall, assistant project 
۱ manager; P. E, Albaugh, paymaster, and Don Brewer, assistant to the 
| 


resident director. Inset is W. H. D, Hinchman, who is resident, director 


of the firm's operations in this vicinity, "y 


COMMITTEE TO ARRANGE ORDNANCE FOLKS’ DINNER, 


Something new has been added to the social life of Terre Haute. Employees of the Vigo Ordnance 
: Plant and members of committees who are assisting in making preparations for the Vigo Ordnance dinner- 
dance to be held Saturday, June 13, in the ballroom of Hotel Deming. They are (left to right—Ruth Taylor. 
Peg Van Slyke. Alice Harper, Jeanne Bray and Martha ۵, 
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Engineer Officers and Ordnance Department ‘Officers 3 
In Rae of Construction of Defense Plants I n This Alba 


| 
| 
| 
| 


۰ Pictured above is the commanding officer of the Vigo Ordnance Plant and his staff. They are, reading 
left to right—Lieut. Joseph M. Windham, Jr.; Capt. James C. Vickery, Maj. Thomas J. Skeahan, com- 


manding officer; Lieut. Robert R. Sherman and Lieut. Phillip DeHuff, Jr. 
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' Vigo Ordnance To 
Hold Dinner-Dance 
At Deming, June 13 


Arrangements are being com- 
pleted for the Vigo Ordnance din- 
ner-dance which will be held at 8 
o'clock Wednesday evening. June 
13, in the ballroom of Hotel Deming. 

Wayne McIntyre and His Indiana 
Statesmen will furnish music for 
the affair. the first social event to 
| be held since the establishment of 
the war industry here. It will be 
open only to employes of the ord- 
nance plant and their invited 
guests, 

Committees appointed for formu- 

late the program are composed of 
the following: 
Reception—Lieut. Col. Allan B. 
Campfiled, chairman; W. H. D.| 
Hinchman. Mr. Smith, Mr. Reid and 
Major Thomas J. Skeehan. 

Program—Mr, Ferguson, chair- 
man: Miss Bray, Lieut. Windham, 
I Miss Taylor and Mr. Eby. 

Tickets—Mr. Burke, chairman; 
Mrs. Albaugh, Mr. Bryant, Mr. 
Remsburg and Miss Ugi. 

Entertainment—Mr. Breen, chair- 
man; Mr. Goldsworthy, Mrs. Cas-. 
teel, Mr. Carter and Mr. Milner. 

_ Publicity—Lieut.. DeHuff, Mr. 
Stilling, Edwin Stahl, Mrs. Harper 
and Mrs. Van Slyke. En. Sa 


WAR PLANT PARTY 
— BRILLIANT AFFAIR 


| Dinner Dance Saturday Night 
Brings Various Departments of 
Vigo Ordnance Plant Together. 


Eniployes of the Vigo Ordnance 
Plant joined their employers in one 
of the city’s brilliant social func- 
tions of the summer season Sat- 
urday night at Hotel Deming. Ths 
affair, a dinner-dance, was held in 
the colorfully decorated ballroom. 

Places were laid for some 400 
of the plant personnel and their in- 
vited guests. Fresh cut flowers in 
season decorated the tables and the 
room decorations were carried out 
in red, white and blue festoons. 
The American flag was much in 
evidence, and two of the embiems 
flanked the speakers’ table. 

The meal was served at 8 o’clock 
and dancing followed. Wayne Mc- 
Intyre and his Indiana Statesmen 
provided music for dancing and 
Reid Marlott and entertainers 
staged a floor show during inter- 
mission periods, 


First Social Function. 


Many wives of the executive 
staffs represented here, who are not 
lin residence, came to Terre Haute 
to attend the party, the first func- 
tion to be held since the war in- 
dustry was located in this vicinity. 

Seated at the speakers’ table 
were Lieut. Col. and Mrs. Allan B. 
Campfield, Mr. and Mrs. R. C. 
Smith, Maj. Thomas J. Skeahan 
and guest, Mr. and Mrs. Price R. 
Reid and Mr. and Mrs. W. H. D. 
Hinchman. 

Brief speeches were delivered by 
the principal executives of the 
various departments. 

An attractive souvenir program 

bearing the insignia of the Ord- 
nance Department, a fire bomb, 
was given to each guest. The pro- 
gram contained the names of the 
committees, menu and other infor- 
| mation. 
¡ A statement on the program ex- 
tended greetings to the guests and 
exemplified the purpose of the 
gathering. It read: “To our fellow 
workers of the Vigo Ordnance 
‘plant, greetings: The purpose of 
this gathering is to bring together 
all who are working on this great 
war effort, including their wives, 
sweethearts and friends, in order 
that we may know each other bet- 
ter.” 

Those who served on the dife 
ferent committees included Lieut. 
Col. Allan B. Campfield, chairman, 
and W. H. D. Hinchman, R. C. 
Smith, Price R. Reid and Maj. 
Thomas J, Skeehan, reception; W. 
J. Ferguson, chairman, and Miss 
Jean Bray, Lieut. Joseph W. Wind- 
ham, Miss Ruth Taylor and G. S. 
Eby, program; Joseph E: Burke, 
chairman, and Paul E. Albaugh, F. 
W. Bryant, H. ©. Remsburg and 
Miss Helen Ugi, tickets; Edward 
| P. Breen, chairman, and N. H.. 
Goldsworthy, Mrs. Martha J. Cas- 
teel, Howard A. Carter and M. L. 
Milner, entertainment; Lieut. Phil- 
ip G. DeHuff, Jr, cha 
Dan F. Stilling, Jr, 7 
Mrs. Alice Harper and Mrs. O. Van 
Slyke, publicity. 9 


BRADLEY VIKING 


By Alisa Comin 


Do some things seam to be a 
sewing problem for you? Sew, 
what can we do to help? Nee- 
dle. ss to say, Bradley's Viking 
Villa is the place to come. 

“We are a complete sewing 
center”, said Janice Bradley, 
owner. “We are not just another 
fabric shop. With our ex- 
perience, we offer custom sew- 
ing and fitting for your personal 
needs; sewing classes and in- 
dividual help with your sewing 
problems; fabrics and Viking 
sewing machine sales. 

The name Viking Villa may 
bring to mind the ancient 
mariners who appeared to be 
quite muscular bearded men 
with horned helmets and sheep 
skin jackets. But actually, Vik- 
ing is the brand name of the 
“cadillac of sewing machines.” 
In keeping with the sturdiness 
of these seafaring men, the 
sewing machine is built to last. 
It is totally of metal construction 
and has five times the power of 
the normal sewing machine for 


In a CLASS of its own 
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sewing through any thickness 
of fabric. The machine carries a 
25 year guarantee on all parts 
and 5 year free service provided 
to you by Bradley's. 

If you are a woman who likes 
to look her best, Bradley's 
offers quality fabrics from 
“Elegance”. For the man in 
your life, they carry men’s 
fabrics directly from the famous 
mens-wear manufacturers. If 
your desire leans to the unique, 
look over the hand screened 
pieces from Tokoyo. All of these 
fabrics are individually selected 
by Janice Bradley. 
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After starting with quality 
fabrics, it is important that the 
garments be well-made and fit 
you for you to look your best. 
Bradley’s Viking Villa takes the 
time to work with you per- 
sonally to custom sew and fit 
your fashion. "We specialize in 
fine workmanship.” If you just 
want assistance, enroll in one of 
the many sewing classes taught 
by professionals. “Also every 
Tuesday and Thursday we are 
open all day for people that 
would like individual sewing 
lessons or just want to come in 
and sew a garment with our 
supervision.” 

Janice Bradley has a com- 
plete background of experience 
and professionalism. With her 
college masters in clothing and 
her teaching experience includ- 
ing 10 years with Purdue exten- 
sion, she began her shop not 
anly as a career but as a hobby. 
It began as a small shop in the 
country until the demand 
became so great for moving to 
Terre Haute in December of 
1975. 

“Many people are sewing 
these days and need assistance 
in achieving the professional 
look.” Bradley’s Viking Villa 
has just what you need! 
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5y SALLY PROFFITT ¡The colors af the carpeting are 
_Agrcen, soft gold and aqua. 
lt was in 1911 that Bert Vi-rhese colors are carried 
quesney opened his first office through on the painted walls. 
¡supply store located at 6th and The indirect lighting gives a 
[Ohio Sts. in the old Root Storelsoft daylight glow. 
(Building. In 1919 Viquesney's| 
imoved to the present address, 
81115 Ohio St., 

Upon his retirement in 1938. 
¡Viquesney sald his firm to Arti cies” are panéled in walnut 
Thoms, Viquesney's became al with ‘gold re pee y 
a O y Shag peling and 
ی‎ oe in 1970 wie Thoms beautiful steel desks. 

In August of last year Vil One can shop in total com- 
quesney’s merged their Wabash fort as à new a conditioning 
Ave. store and Pitmans under and heating system was in | 
one roof. T مس‎ x stalled. L k 

The personnel Ds and; Viguesney's has been a tradi- 
they take great pride in offering tion in the Wabash Valley for 
the same traditional services to'hard-to-find items and the firm — 
ithe customers throughout the makes every effort to fill all 
¡Wahash Valley. ‘orders. They offer free deliv- 

Viquesney’s is known through: ery in the Terre Haule area and - 


‘out Western Indiana and East- free ee office Turni- t 
here in 
ر از‎ Ve, 5 


All new open-lype display 
aisles are placed for” con- 
venience af its customers, 

The general office and privale 


lern Illinois for its fine office ture any Wi the Wabash 
furniture, office supplies, leath-Valley. ۱ 
er goods, stationary, wedding} Fred P. Rubey; president; 
invitations ipplies, draw-|Ken Williams, vice” president 
pele SENS many More and general manager, and their 
items too numerous to mention. | personnel invite one and all to) office furniture, 
The r podem redecora-lcome in and see their new fa-| Guesney's, 811-8 ۱ PES 
ating program has been com” | ojjit luring the grand open} at 8 a.m. : > Ne EY, EE 
pleted and Viquesney’s is starting, rting Monday, Aug. 7 — SUTEA 
ing its grand opening celebra ¿from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, While 
Wat cid» Meno Ae atl there they invite you to register 
al savings to its customers. at ۲۷ A 
l One really gets a lift and ator the FV set and many other 
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[the same time a relaxed fecling|valuable prizes that will be - ماب‎ 
[upon entering the ۷ store. awarded Saturday, Aug. 19. 7 MY NOT CIRCULATE 
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Viquesney’s 


Viquesney’s Office Products last week expanded its 
retail operation with the opening of its furniture division. 

The new division is at 817 Ohio St., next door to the 
company’s present opeartion. 

Pauline Hays, a graduate of Indiana State University 
in interior design, will handle sales, design and office 
layout as part of the services offered by the new division. 

She said the store stocks all types of office furniture 
from the top-of-the-line to budget-priced lines in wood 
and metal finishes. 

In addition to the traditional office furniture, the new 
store also offers a complete line of furniture adaptable 
for use with electronic equipment. 

Robert Compton is the company president, and Mary 
Jane Compton is vice president. 


Nelson opens local dental office 


Dr. Randall C:.Nelson has announced the opening of his” 
office for the practice of family dentistry at rd 
Street and Helen Avenue. 

A long-time resident*of Terre , Nelson was 


graduated in 1972 from North Vigó High School, earned 
a bachelor’s degree at Indiana State University and 


graduated from the Indiána University School of Den- 
tistry earlier this year. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Lorne'R. Nelson, 3234 N. 


Seventh St. 

Nelson is married to the former Margaret Brenton. 
The couple resides at 3320 N. Seventh St. and are the 
parents of a son. 

In addition to normal business hours, evening and 
Saturday appointments, will be available. 


Office Products. 
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First Friday site moved by Chamber 


October’ s First Friday is sponsored by Sycamore 
Engineering in cooperation with the Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce. The meeting will be held in the 
Heritage Ballroom of Tirey Memorial Union Building, 
instead of Hulman Center, with doors opening at 7 a.m. 

Speaker for the’ meeting will be Padl Stanley, account 
executive for Merrill Lynch Pierge Fenner and Smith 
Inc. and an associate? specializing{n construction. He will 
discuss the outlook forthe construction industry for the 
remainder of this year as well as for 1983, with special 
emphasis on commercial and industrial growth. 

Sycamore Engineering will present a slide presenta- 
tion covering its latest project, the new Holidome at the 
Holiday Inn at Terre Haute. 

Interested individuals should make reservations by 
contacting the Chamber of Commerce, 232-2391. 


Trent promoted by insurance firm 


Kyle J. Trent has been promoted to the position of staff 
manager in the Terre Haute district office of National 
Life and Accident Insurance Co. The office is at 1117 
Walnut St. 

National Life is the nation’s eighth-largest stock life 
company with $16.6 billion of life wee in force and 
assets of $2.9 billion. 
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Piker gets managerial local post 


Robert L. Piker has been named to the position of 
manager of sales and marketing for the Terre Haute 
office of Bloomington Business Machines. The local 
office is at 16 N. Eighth St. 

A native of Terre Haute, Piker has earned numerous 
awards and honors during his 30-year career on the office 
products sales field. 


CPA program set at Bloomington 


Sidney J. Baxendale; assistant professor of accounting 
at Indiana University; will present a training program for 
Certified Public Accountants titled “Management Ad- 
visory Services Techniques Workshop.” 

The workshop is sponsored by the Indiana Personnel 
Development Co., a human resources training and de- 
velopment firm based in Bloomington. 

The workshop takes place from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 
26 at the Ramada Inn, Bloomington. All CPA participants 
receive eight Continuing Professional Education credits. 
The credits count toward the state-required 40 CPE 
credits per year. 

For more information about the workshop, write 
Indiana Personnel Development Co., P.O. Box 2145, 
Bloomington, Ind. 47402; or call, (812) 332-8937. 


Office systems conference set 


Managing change in the face of the ever-advancing 
revolution in office and business equipment will be 


DO NG. LATE 


Vigo County Public Library 


showroom 
opens new furniture 


examined in the wu annuarwrrice systems Conference 
at Ball State University, Muncie, Oct. 5. 

The one-day program, sponsored by the College of 
Business, features presentations by five professionals 
and takes place on campus in the university's L.A. 
Pittenger Student Center beginning at 8:30 a.m. ۳ 


Presentations include: 


e “The Real World — Issues and Equipment” by Mary 
M. Ruprecht, certified managment consultant and presi- 
dent of Mary M. Ruprecht Associates Inc. 

e “Managing Change” by Marilyn F. Calvert, manager 
of administrative services and corporate equal em- 
ployment opportunity officer, Price Brothers Co., Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

e “Dumb Terminals for Intelligent Managers” by 
Robert L. Gardner, system administrator for Lincoln 
National Life Insurance Co. 

e “Networking” by Mart D. Nelson, partner, Blythe- 
Nelson, an information systems consulting firm. 

e “Selecting Effective Employees’ by Janice A. 
Nisbet, Ball State continuing education professor. 

e “Supervisory Techniques” by Phyllis J. Peck, consul- 
tant in office technology, corporate data and tele- 
communications services, Allis-Chalmers Corp. 


The registration fee includes materials and lunch. 

Interested persons may register by sending name, 
title, firm, address and telephone number plus check 
made payable to Bureau of Business Research to: Bureau 
of Business Research, Ball State University, Muncie, Ind. 


| 47306. 


NI QUE SEY - Lunosrrom Print we Co Two I. H. Printing” 
Companies Merge 


Lundstrom, Viquesney. 
Firms Conso idate Ziel 


| 
| 
| 
| Merger of the ViqueSñey Print- 
' ing Company with the Lundstrom 
Printing Company was announced 
. yesterday. It will be known as 
the Lundstrom-Viquesney Print- 
ing Company and the. business 
will be located at 133 South Sixth 
Street, where the Lundstrom 
business has been for some time.: 


Facilities of the Viquesney; 
Printing Company have been 
moved from 811-815 Ohio Street 
to the Lundstrom Printing Com: ` 
pany. Community Affairs FS 
+ + + 
JERRY SPARKS, who has oper 
ated the Viquesney Printing 
Company, will continue with the 
merged firm and all personne 
except those who are retiring 
will join the new management 
Other directors of production anc 


۳۰ 
sales of the new company anc REFERENCE sE 
formerly with the Lundstrorr ULATE 
Printing Company, are Wayne po NOT CIRC 


Simpson and John Avelis. 


However, the consolidation o: 
the two firms does not affect 4 
Viquesney Company,: office sup 
plies and equipment store. I. 

¡will continue ¡its operations at 
the two downtown locations, 811- 
815 Ohio Street and 644 Wabash 
, Avenue. Arthur . Thoms has 
owned it for 21 years and will 
continue to operate this business. 


+ + + 
IN ANNOUNCING the merger 
to the Viquesney customers, Mr. 


Pe tA y RP FF E En 9 11 A 1 
Sparks wrote, “There have been VIGO NAT YT HREIG | TR ka y 
a lot of changes in the printing soy Ve Mad à mar acti Y r 
business during the 50 years I've a 
been in it. As a printer, I have TERRE HASTE, DHANA 


been in a position to realize that 
these changes have not been con- 
fined to just my business.” 

He pointed out that it was 
necessary either to invest a great 
“eal of money to maintain the' 
-uality and service or to merge 
with someone who has the facili- 
ties and added, “We have chosen 
to merge with Lundstrom, Print-. 
ing Company as the better al-| 
ternative, for a number of sound’ 


reasons. ف‎ 
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Picture brightens 


T+ 
By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer ۱ 

The picture has brightened considerably in the las 
month for Volt Information Services Inc.’s efforts to 
find a new office in Terre Haute, Volt manager 
George Vouchas said. 

The company, which employs about 110 people, 
has been asked to move from the downtown IBM 
building when its lease expires in May 1983 and has 
been seeking new space since the beginning of the 
year. 

Finding a new site is only part of the company’s 

SV 
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regarding retention of local firm 


decision about whether to stay in Terre Haute, 
though. Vouchas said Volt may move to Indianapolis 
because locating in a bigger city could help the 
company’s phone directory business. 

“Up until a month ago, I was disappointed because 


I thought I wouldn’t have an opportunity to make a. 


choice; there was nothing in the Terre Haute 
column,” Vouchas said. ‘‘But in the last two or three 
weeks, I see a sincere effort; I don't think we have 
to worry about finding a place.” 

Vouchas said that Mayor P. Pete Chalos and 
Chamber of Commerce President: Ross Hedges had 


met with him and several developers were making 
proposals. 

Vouchas speculates that the announcement of the 
closing of the CBS Records' manufacturing opera- 
tions may have acted as a stimulant to city and 
business leaders. 

But Chalos said Volt previously had been working 
with a local developer who hadn’t been “very 
helpful.” ۱ 

Volt had been considering moving to the site of the 
former Schulte High School, now owned by Hulman 
and Co., Vouchas said. ۵ 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Volt Information Sciences Inc., 
which announced Friday that it will 
move its Terre Haute office to Indian- 
apolis, said the move will enable the 
New York City-based firm to develop 
a mid-west regional center, accord- 
ing to Terre Haute manager George 
Voucas. 

“To be able to market all the 
services of our company, we really 
belong in a metropolitan area,”’ he 
said. * 

Voucas said that the decision to 
leave town was made in the course of 
Wednesday and Thursday meetings 
with company President William 
Shaw. The move is planned for late 
February. 

Volt had been seeking alternate 
office space in Terre Haute with the 
pending expiration of its lease at the 
IBM building in May. After a slow 
start, Voucas said the company had 
received three “competitive” pro- 
posals for Terre Haute offices by the 
time it decided to leave. 

“If we had decided to stay, we 
would have been able to find a facil- 
ity,” he said. A 


لس 


The company, whose business 
ranges from preparing telephone di- 
rectory pages to placing technical 
personnel on contract, employs about 
110 people in Terre Haute. Those 
people have been offered jobs at the 
new Indianapolis office, Voucas said. 

Voucas said that the company had 
been looking for office space in Indi- 
anapolis and has narrowed the op- 
tions ‘‘down to a couple of choices.” 

Volt came to Terre Haute in 1975 
because of contracts with Reuben H. 
Donnelley and Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone, Voucas said. Now the com- 
pany wants to grow further, he said. 

The court decision that AT&T must 
divest its phone company subsidiaries 
contributed to Volt’s decision to 
move, Voucas said. The court ruling 
created a new class of potential cus- 


tomers — the independent phone 
companies. 
“We're sorry they decided to go to 


Indianapolis; we tried everything 
possible to retain them,” Mayor Pete 
Chalos said. ‘“‘We’re sorry that the 
private sector didn’t accomodate 
them early enough in their search.” 

In mid-February, Voucas said he 
contacted Joseph A. Cloutier. 


plains Volt’s decision 


Hulman & Co.’s real estate manager, 
about the possibility of moving into 
the former Schulte High School. 
Chalos said that Cloutier was ۸ 
very helpful in expediting” the nego- 
tiations and Voucas said that between 
the mid-February contact and a Nov. 
2 meeting with Cloutier, Cloutier had 
called him twice at the most. 

Cloutier said that he thought he and 
Voucas had worked out the major 
terms of a lease in July and that 
subsequently he began engineering 
work on the building. He said that he 
would accept responsibility for fail- 
ing to call Voucas more often and for 
failing to speed preparation of the 
lease. 

“To that extent I was lax,” 
Cloutier said. | 

But he said he had been moving 
ahead on design changes for the facil- 
ity. 

A speedier conclusion to the 
Schulte negotiations, though, proba- 
bly wouldn’t have changed Volt’s 
decision to move to Indianapolis, 
Voucas said. If anything, it would 
have prompted Volt to make a de- 
cision sooner, he said. 
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High temperatures force tanks 
to blow valves, spilling gasoline 


AAA 
By Ron K ñ 18 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter W 


Wednesday’s high 
temperatures are being blamed 
for causing two fuel tanks at a 
northside racing fuel supply com- 
pany to burst their valves, spill- 
ing gallons of high-octane fuel on 
the ground, exhausting 
firefighters and forcing residents 
of at least two nearby homes to 
evacuate. 

More than 25 firefighters 
responding to a 6:36 p.m. call 
spent about 1% hours cooling 
down a row of five fuel tanks at 
VP Hydrocarbons Co. at 542 ۰ 
13t ., WI r blasting at a 


rate of 2,300 gallons a minute to 
keep explosive vapors from 
spreading through the communi- 
` ty. 


, “The heat caused excess fuel in 
the tanks to raise the pressure 
inside and burst the valves,” said 
Terre Haute Fire Chief Bill 
Terrell after the situation was 
under control shortly before 8 


p.m. 

In addition to the three 
pumpers used to cool down the 
tanks, Vigo County Civil Defense 
provided the firefighters with a 
spray foam designed to neutralize 
the explosive fumes. The fumes 
were detected by the Terre Haute 
Gas Corp. within a 1:2-block 
radius of the scene. 


“The foam kept the fuel from 
igniting,” said Dick Setliff, Civil 
Defense director, adding that the 
fumes escaping from the tanks — 
which hold about 12,000 gallons 
of fuel each — could have caused 
an intense explosion. 

A crew from Public Service 
Indiana arrived at the scene 
shortly after 7 p.m. to cut off the 
building's power supply. 

“This entire area is extremely 
volatile; people really shouldn’t 
even be within site of it for a 
while,” Terrell said. Traffic was 


blocked off for a five-block radius. 

“Thank God someone called 
and reported it before a cigarette 
butt was dropped out a window. 
This whole place would have 
exploded,” Setliff commented. 
Setliff said that because there 
were no placards on the tanks, it 
was unknown how high the 
substance's octane was. 

Robin Nicoson, incident com- 
mander, said he had “several 
firefighters go down,” because of 
the 100-degree temperatures. At 
least one firefighter was treated 
for heat exhaustion and released 
from Union Hospital, while four 
others were treated in am- 
bulances at the scene. 

The residents who were forced 
to evacuate their homes along the 
side of the racing fuel supply 
company on Spruce Street were 
allowed to re-enter their homes at 
about 9:30 p.m. 
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Racing-fuel firm 
taking measures 


to pr 


vent 
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By Charles Ma‏ 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Hydrocarbona Co, at 542 N, 
13th St. 18 determined to prevent 
other fuel. apills which emit 
dangerous fumes like the one that 
threatened a portion of the com- 
munity Wednesday, a company 
apokeawoman said Thuraday. 


The ای‎ has five tanks, 
but four had only 150 gallona each 
of racing gasoline while the one 
that contained 17,000 gallons had 
the leakage problem, office 
manager Lynn Chandler said. 


“Under normal conditions, we 
don't: keep more than 12,000 
gallons in each tank, and they are 
measured daily to make sure each 
is only two-thirds filled,” Chan- 
dler said about allowing plenty of 
expansion for pressure buildup. 
“We got a load in yesterday 
۱ ی‎ and it was ready to 
be shipped out, but the truck 
didn’t come by because it was 
being worked on.” . 


The day’s record-breaking 
temperatures and high humidity 
took its toll on the overloaded 
tank, and when the pop-off valve 
burst, 119 gallons of the mixture 
valued at $450 with an octane 
rating of 106 leaked out, she said. 


- No other equipment was 
45 ۳ * 
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“What haa worked for us in 
storing for years didn't this time 
because weve never experienced 
thia excessive heat before,” Chan- 
dler said, “The vapora expanded 
inside and when the valve burat, 
thia caused the fuel te squirt out, 
sort of like Old Faithful.” 


A dike, compriaed of a 9-foot 
concrete wall around the tanka 
and a mixture of sand and gravel 
below the containers, is a safety 
feature to absorb apilled gasolina, 
she said, 


The diking process worked fine, 
but the escaped vapors created a 
high explosive situation that 
forced evacuation of people across 
the street from the business, 
Terre Haute Fire Chief William 
Terrell said. 


“When you overfill a tank you 
have the potential for the raised 
ressure in the hot weather we're 
aving,” he said. “The chemical 
foam we used took care of the toxic 
fumes that were considered to 
have a very high danger rating.” 


The firefighters treated for heat 
exhaustion were doing fine Thurs- 
day, the chief said. Emphasis on 
training sessions is paying off 
because his men did an excellent 
job despite the weather condi- 
tions, he added. 


Courage: Fire Chief William 


Concerning other Terre Haute 
bulk storage plants, Terrell said 
that they are constructed and 
designed for proper venting 
because the owners know what 
the regulations are. 


VP Hydrocarbon’s overloaded 
tank was drained later Wednes- 
day night into the other four tanks 
so that each container was about 
one-third full to allow plenty of 


expansion space, Chandler said. 


VP, which started in 1984, 
handles four grades of racing 
gasoline in the local blending 
operation. 


“We mix fuel and sell it to 
warehouse distributors in the 
Midwest and to race car drivers 
both professional and amateur,” 
said Chandler. Company head- 


Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 
Terrell, other firefighters check fuel-storage tanks. 


quarters is in San Antonio, Texas, 
and another plant is in 
یوب با‎ hie; Pa. i ae 

e comp is expected to be 
in contact se AN Environmental 
Protection Agency officials and 
other safety-conscious federal 
groups. 

“We are open to anything the 
might suggest,” Chandler said. 
“We want to avoid anything like 
this happening again.” i 
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